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ANECDOTES of the late DUKE of LEEDS. 
N Thurfday, January 31, 1799, died, at ,his houfe in 


St. James’s Square, of an abcefs in his fide, Francis 
Ofborne, Duke of Leeds, Marquis of Carmarthen,. Earl of 
Danby, Vifcount Latimer, Baron Ofborne and Keveton, 
and a Baronet in England, and Vifcount Dumblaine in Scot- 
land. The Duke was born in 1751: The care of his educa. 
tion was entrufted tothe late Dr. Jackfon, who executed the 
important truft fo much to the fatisfattion of the noble 
family, that both the late Duke and his father honoured him 
with their patronage and efteem. To the former he was 
indebted for confiderable preterments in the church, and 
fome good appointments for his children. 

The Duke of Leeds very early in life entered into the 
political world. Soon after he became of age, he was in- 
troduced by family intereft into the Houfe of Commons, 
where he took a decided part in favour of Lord North’s ad- 
miniftration, and againft the claims of the Americans. 
During his father’s life he was called up to the Houfe of 
Peers, in 1779, by the title of Baron Ofborne of Kevetou. 
At the age of 23, his Grace married Lady Amelia D’Arcy, 
only furviving child of the late Earl of Holderneffe, and in 
her own right Baronefs Conyers, by whom he had two fons ; 
George William Frederic, the prefent Duke of Leeds; and 
Lord Francis. This marriage proving unfortunate, he was 
divorced from that Lady, by att of Parliament, in May 
1775. 
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In 1777 the Marquis was appointed Chamberlain to the 
Queen, and next year Lord Lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulo. 
rum of the Weft-Riding of York. Poffefling thefe places, 
he for a confiderable time fupported the Miniftry ; but Lord 
North’s meafures being carried much beyond the principles 
and opinion of the Marquis, he independently voted againt 
them, and was in confequence deprived of his Lieutenancy ; 
Stil, however, retaining his poft in the Queen’s Houfehold, 
which he kept till 1781, when he refigned it, and was fuc. 
ceeded by the Earl of Aylefbury. 

When the Rockingham adminiftration came into power, 
in 1783, they reftored the Marquis to his Lieutenaney, which 
he enjoyed iil! his death, He feems, however, to have 
inclined to the Shelburne party ; and when that noble Lord 
came into power, and concluded the peace, his Lordfhip was 
one of the moft zealops fupporters of it, and moved the ad- 
drefs on that fubjctt in the Houfe of Lords. When his 
friends, or, properly fpeaking, thofe with whom he had 
politically atted, came into power in 1783, his Lordfhip was 
appointed Ambafladur to France ; but was {uperfeded in the 
appointment before he quitted England: 

When Mr. Pitt camé into adminiftration, he accepted the 
place of Secretary of State for the Foreigu Department, in 
which office he continued ‘eight years. 

In 1786 he was appointed High-Steward of Hull, an 
hovorary pofto which no emolument, and little influence, is 
attached; and, on the déath of. Lord Godolphin, he was ap- 
pointed Governor of the Scilly Lilands. 

In 1789 his Lordihip married his fecond wife, Mifs 
Anguifh, daughter of the Mafter in Chancery of that name; 
and the fame year, by the death of his father became Duke of 
Leeds... In 1795 he refigned:- his place as Secretary of State 
to Lord Grenville ; and fince that period he has eccafionally 
voted with and again the Miniftry. In private life the 
Duke has ever been ref{pecied and admired for -his elegance, 
accomplifhments, and polite conduct. 





ETYMOLOGY af the word NEGUS. 


N enquiry having been frequently made after the ety- 
mology of the word NeGus—and “ whether the 
mixture of wine, water, and fugar, miglit not receive the 
name of Negus trom fome individual who improved upon, 
or in¥ented the happy mixture?’ Acorrefpondént intorms 
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us that Negus is a family name—the faid liquor took its ap- 
pellation from an individual of that family ; which the fol- 
lowing relation (on the veracity of which the public may 
rely,) will, he thinks, afcertain. ' 

It is now nearly thirty years ago that, being on a vilit to ‘a 
friend at Frome, in Somerfetfhire, he accompanied his faid 
friend to the houfe of a clergyman of the name of Potter, 
who, with a wife and two daughters, then refided in a good 
family houfe in a.ftreet (which he does not recolleét) near to 
the church. The houfe was decorated with many paintings, 
chiefly family portraits; amongft which he was particularly 
pleafed with that of a gentleman ina military drefs, which 
appeared, by the ftyle, to have been taken in or about the 
reign of Queen Anne. 

In anfwer to his enquiries concerning the original of the 
portrait, Mrs. Potter informed him it was a Colonel Negus, 
anuncle of her hufband ; that from this gentleman the liquor 
ufually fo called, had its name, it being his ufual beverage. 
When in company with his junior officers, he ufed to invite 
them to join him, by faying, “ Come boys, join with me, 
tafte my liquor.” Hence it foon became fafhionable ; and 
the officers, in compliment to their Colonel, called it Negus. 





Narrative of a Voyage round the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by 7. F.G. De La 
Peroufe ; publifhed conformably to the Decree of the 
National Affembly of the 22d of April, 1791, and 
edited by M. L. A. Millet-Mureau. 


(Continued from Page 205.) 


Jrkom the departure of the fhips from Port des Francais, 
until their arrival at the Spanith fettlement called Mon- 
terey Bay, the relation confifts entirely of details unportant 
only to navigators and geographers, and at the fame time 
brief and imperfe&. Peroufe himfelf laments his want of 
time, and his editor obferves, that if he had attempted to re- 
connoitre-all the great openings and bays, which the immenfe 
extent of coaft prefented, he muft have abandoned all the 
ultimate projeéts of his voyage, and formally departed from 
his inflruétions. 

Arriving, however, at Monterey, one of the chief places 


of North Catifyrnia, we meet with an interefting account of 
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the Spanifh miffionaries, their religious government, and fuc. 
cefs. The reader will naturally make fome allowance for 
the repugnance with which the author treats religious efla- 
blifhments, but there is no reafon to doubt his veracity as to 
fa&ts. It may be neceffary to premife that there are ten 
prefidencies in North California, the oldeft of which was 
eftablifhed only in 1769, and the Francifcan miffionaries 
reckon the number of their converts among the Indians at 
five thoufand onc hundred and forty-three. 

On the 14th of September, in the evening, we anchored at 
two leagues from the fhore, in view of the prefidency, and 
the two fhips that were in the road, They had fired guns 
every quarter of an hour, in order to make known the an- 
chorage, which the fog might conceal from us. 

Atten o’clock in the evening, the Captain of the corvette 
La Favorite came on board my {hip in his longboat, and 
offered to pilot our fhips into the port. The corvette La 
Princeffe had alfo fent a pilot with her longboat on board the 
Aftrolabe.. We learned, that thele were two Spanith thips, 
which were commanded by Don Effevan Martinez, Lieute- 
nant of a frigate of the department of St. Blas, in the pro- 
vince of Guadalaxara. A fmall navy was kept up by the 
Spanifh government in this port, under the orders of the 
Viceroy of Mexico ; it confilts of four corvettes of twelve 
guns, and one goletta, their particular deflination is the 
fupplying with neceflaries the prefidencies of North Cali- 
fornia. Thefe are the fame fhips which have made the two 
Jaf Spanifh expeditions on the northweft coaft of America; 
they are alfo fometimes fent as packets boats to Manilla, 
when it is neceflary to convey with expedition the orders of 


al 


ane court. 

We weighed at ten o’clock in the morning, and anchored 
in the road at noon; they faluted us with feven guns, which 
we returned; and I difpatched an officer to the Governor: 
with the letter of the Spanifh Minifter, which had been for- 
warded to mein France before my departure; it was un- 
fealed, and addreffed to the Viceroy of Mexico, whole 
authority extends as far as Monterey, though it is eleven 
hundred leagues by land from his capital. 

M. Fagés, commandant of the fort of the two Californias, 
had already received orders to pay us the fame civility and 
refpeét as the fhips of lis own nation; they executed thefe 
orders witha grace and obliging atiention, which deferve 
from us the moft lively acknowledgments. They did not 
confine theinfelyes to obliging expreflions; oxen, roots, 

giecns, 




































gre 
fan 
tw 
ma 
to | 
acc 
inf 
fov 


on 
th 
{tr 
ar 
Mm, 


th 
m 
ha 
Ju 
dy 
fu 


Ww 


1n 





1 fue. 
e for 
efta. 
as to 
> ten 
was 
aries 
ns at 


d at 
and 
runs 
an- 


ette 
and 


the 
ips, 
ite. 
ro- 
the 
the 
lve 
the 
lie 
vO 
a; 
la, 
of 


ed 


oOo Oo ho 


ad 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 225 


greens, and milk, were fent on board in abundance. The 
fame eagernefs to ferve us became a fubje& of rivalfhip be- 
tween the commanders of the two corvettes and the com- 
mandant of the fort ; each of them was defirous exclufively 
to poflefs the right of providing for our wants, and when the 
account came to be clofed, it was abfolutely’ neceffary to 
infift on their receiving our money. Roots, greens, milk, 
fowls, all the labourers of the garrifon to affift our getting in 
wood and water, were furnifhed gratis ; and the oxen, fheep, 
and corn of various forts were rated at fo very moderate a 
price, that it was evident they only prefented us an account 
becaufe we had preflingly required it. 

M. Fagés to thefe a&ts of generofity joined the moft ob- 
liging demeanour ; his houfe was our’s, and all his fervauts 
were at our difpofal. 

The holy fathers of the mifion of St. Charles, two leagues 
diftant from Monterey, foon arrived at the prefidency : 
Equally attentive to us as the officers of the fort and the two 
frigates, they invited usto dine withthem, and promifed to 
make us acquainted with the detail of the rules of their mif- 
fions, the manner in whichthe Indians live, their arts, their 
newly acquired manners, and generally fpeaking, every 
thing which might be interefting to the curiofity of travellers. 
We eagerly accepted offers, which had we not been fo kindly 
prevented, we fhould not have feared to have folicited; it 
was agreed, that we fhould fet out the next day but one. 
M. Fagés requefted to accompany us, and took upon himfelf 
to furnifh us with horfes. After traverfing a {mall plain 
covered with herds of caitle, and in which there were left 
only a few trees to ferve as a fhelter to thefe animals againf 
the rain or too great heat, we afcended the hills, and were 
ftruck with the found of feveral bells which announced our 
arrival, of which the monks had been advertifed by a horfe- 
man whom the Governor had detached for that purpofe. 

We were received like lords of a parifh when they make 
their firft appearance on thcir eftate ; the prefident of the 
miffions, clothed in his cope, the holy water fprinkle im his 
hand, waited for us at the door of the church, which was 1l- 
Juminated the fame as on their greateft feftivals ; he con- 
duéted us to the foot of the high altar, where Je Deum was 
fung in thank{givings for the happy fuccefs of our voyage. 

Before we entered the church, we had paffed by a place 
where the Indians of both fexes were ranged in a row ; they 
exprefled no furprife in their countenances, and we were left 

in doubt whether we were the fubjeét of their converfation 
during 
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during the reft of the day. The parifh church is very neat, 
although covered with ftraw ; it is dedicated to St. Charles, 
and ornamented with pretty good paintings, copied from 
Italian originals. There isa piéture of Hell, in which the 
painter feems to have borrowed a little of the imagination of 
Callot ; but as it is abfolutely neceffary to ftrike the fenfes 
of thefe new converts with the moft lively imprefhions, I am 
perfuaded that a fimilar reprefentation has never dorie more 
fervice in any country, and that it woyld be impoflible for 
the Proteftant mode of worthip, which forbids images, and 
nearly all the other ceremonies of our church, to make any 
progrefs among this people. I have my doubts, whether the 
piciure of Paradife, which is placed oppofite to that of Hell, 
produces fo good an efleét on them ; the flate of quietnefs 
which it reprefents, and thet complacent fatista€tion of the 
eleét who furround the throne of the Supreme Being, are 
ideas too fublime for rude unpolifhed men ; but it is ne- 
ceffary to place rewards by the fide of punifhments, and it 
was arigorous duty not to allow the {malleft change in the 
kind of delights promifed by the Catholic religion. 

We repaffed, on going out of the church, the fame row of 
male and female Indians, who had never quitted their pof 
during the Te Deum ; the children only had removed a little, 
and tormed groups round the miflionary’s houfe, which is in 
front of the church, as are alfo the different fore-houfes. 
On the right ftands the Indian village, confifting of about 
fifty cabins, which ferve as dwelling places to feven hundred 
and forty perfons of both fexes, comprifing their children, 
which compofe the miflion of St. Charles, or of Monterey, 

Thefe cabins are the moft miferable that are to be met with 
among any peopie ; they are round, fix feet in diameter, by 
four in height ; fome ftakes, of the fize of an arm, fixed i 
the earth, and which approach each other in an arch at the 
top, compoie the timber-work of it; eight or ten bundles of 
itraw, very ill arranged over thefe flakes, defend the inhabi- 
tants, well or ill, from the rain and wind; and more than 
halt of this cabin remains open when the weather is fine 4 
their only precaution is to have each of them two or three 
bundles of ftraw at hand by way of referve. 

All the exhortations of the mifhonaries have never been 
able to procure a change of this general architeéiure of the 
two Californias; the Indians fay, that they like plenty of 
air, that it is convenient to fet fire to their houfes when they 
are devoured in them by too great a quantity of fleas, and 
thet they cap build apother 1 lefs than two hours, The ine 
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dependent Indians, who as hunters fo frequently change 
their places of abode, have a ftronger motive. 

The colour of thefe Indians, which is that of negroes; the 
houfe of the religious ; their ftorehoufes, which are built of 
brick and pointed with mortar; the floor of earth, upon 
which they prefs in the grain ; the oxen, horfes, in a word, 
every thing reminded us of a habitation in St. Domingo, or 
any other Weft Indiacolony. The men and women are af- 
fembled by the found of the bell, one of the religious con- 
duéts them to their work, to church, and to al} their other 
exercifes. We mention it with pain, the refemblance is fa 
perfeét, that we faw men and women loaded with irons, others 
in the ftocks*; and at length the noife of the ftrokes of a 
whip ftruck our ears, this punifhment being alfo admitted, 
but not exercifed with much feverity. 


* Le block, is a beans fawed lengthways, in-which is hollowed « 
hole of the fize of an ordinary leg ; am iron hinge unites one of 
the extremities of this beam ; the other fide is open for the pur- 
pole of letting the leg of the prifoner pafs through it, and they 
clofe it with a padlock ; which obliges him to remain lying down, 
and in a very painfal attitude. 


(To be continued.) 





Curious FACTS reELaTiveE to DREAMING. 


ROM the obfervations of a great many writers, who have 

treated onthis fubjeét, the following fatts have been 
afcertained, and have been found agreeable to general ex- 
perience. 

In dreaming, we are not confcious of being afléep. This 
is well known from a thoufand circumftances. When 
awake, we often recolleét our dreams ; and we remember on 
fuch occafions, that while thofe dreams were pafling througir 
our minds, it never occurred to us, that we were feparated by 
fleep from the aétive world. We are often obferved to aét 
and talk in dreaming, as if we were bufily engaged in the 
intercourfe of focial life. 

In dreaming, we do not confider ourfelves as witneffing or 
bearing a part ina fittitions feene: We feem not to be in a 
fimilar fituation, with the a¢iors ina dramatic performance, | 
or the fpe@ators before whom they exhibit, but engaged in 
the bufinefs of real life. All the varicties of thought that 
pafs through our minds when awake, may occur alfo in 
@reams ; 
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dreams ; all the images which i imagination prefents in the 
former flate, fhe is alfo able to call up in the latter ; all the 
fame cmotions may be excited, and we are often a€tuated by 
equal violence of paflion ; no one of the tranfactions in which 
we are capable ot engaging while awake is impoflible in 
dreams; in fhort, our range of aétion and obfervation ‘is 
equally wide in the one ftate as in the other; and while 
dreaming, we are not fenfible of any diftin@ion ‘between our 
dréams and the events and tranfaftions in which we -are 
actually concerned in our ,intercourfe with the world. 

It is faid, that all men are not liable to dream.-- Dr. 
Beattie, in avery pleafing eflay. on this fubject, relates, that 
he knew.a gentleman who never dreamed except when his 
health was in a difordered ftate; and: Locke mentions fome. 
where, that a certain perfon of his acquaintance, was a 
flranger to dreaming till the twenty-fixth year of his age, 
and then began to dréam in confequence of having a fever, 
Thefe inftances, however, are toofew, and we have not. been 
able to-obtain more ; and, befides, it- does not appear: that 
thofe perfons had always attended, with the care of a philo- 
fopher making an experiment, to the circumftances of -their 
fleep. They might dream, but nof recolle& their dreams on 
awaking ; and they might both dream and recolleét their 
dreams immediately upon awaking, and yet afterward fuffer 
the remembrancé of them to flip out of their memory. We 
do not advance this therefore as a certain faét concerning 
dreaming, we are rather inclined to think it a miftake. But 
though it appears by no means certain that any of the human 
race, are through the whole of life abfolute ftrangers to 
dreaming ; yet it is well known that all men are not equally 
liableto dream. The fame perfon dreams more of lefs at 
different times ; and as one perfon may be more expofed than 
another to thofe circumftances, which promote this..exercife 
of fancy, one perfon may therefore dream more than another. 
The fame diverfity will naturally take place in this as in 
other accidents, to which mankind are in general liable. 

Though in dreams, imagination appears to be free fromall 
reftraint, and indulges in the moft wanton freaks ; yet it is 
generally agreed, that the imaginary tranfaftions of the 
dreamer, bear always fome rclation to his particular charafter 
in the world, his habits of aétion, and the circumftances of 
his life. The lover, we are told, dreams of his mittrefs; 
the mifer of his money ; the philofopher renews his re- 
fearches in fleep, often with the fame pain and fatigue as when 
awake: And even the merchant, at times, returns to balance 
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his books, and computes the profits of an adventure, when 
{lumbering on his pillow. And not only do the more 
general circumftances of a perfon’s life influence his dreams; 
his paflions and habits are nearly the fame when afleep as 
when awake. A perfon whofe habits of life are virtuous, 
does not in his dreams plunge into a feries of crimes ; ‘nor are 
the vicious reformed when they pafs into this, imaginary 
world. The choleric man finds himfelf offended by flight 
provocations, as well in his dreams as in his ordinary ifter- 
courfe with the world, and a mild temper continues pacific 
in fleep. 

The chara&ter of a perfon’s dreams is influenced by his 
circumftances when awake, in a ftill more unaccountable 
manner. Certain dreams ufually arife in the mind, after a 
perfon has been in certain fituations. Dre Beattie relates, 
that he once, after riding thirty miles in a high wind, paffed 
a part of the fucceeding night in dreams beyond meafure 
terrible. The ftate of a perfon’s health, and the manner in 
which the vital funétions are carried on, have a confiderable 
influence in determining the charaéter of dreams. After 
too full a meal, or after eating an unufual fort of food, a per- 
fon has always dreams of a certain nature. 

In dreaming, the mind tor the moft part carries on no in- 
tercourfe through the fenfes with the furrounding objeéts. 
Touch a perfon gently who is afleep, he feels not the im- 
preflion. You may awake him by a {mart blow ; but when 
the ftroke is not fufficiently violent to awake him, he remains 
infenfible of it. We {peak foftly befide a perfon afleep 
without fearing that he overhears us. His eye-lids are fhut, 
and even though light fhould fall upon the eye-ball, yet ftill 
his powers of vifion are not awakened to agtive exertion, 
unlefs the light be fo flrong as to roufe him from fleep, He 
is infenfible both to {weet and to difagreeable fmells. It is 
not eafy to try whether his organs of tafte retain their aca 
tivity, without awakening him ; yet from analogy it may be 
prefumed that thefe too are inactive. With refpe& to the 
circumftances here enumerated, it is indifferent whether a 
perfon be dreaming, or buried in deepdleep. 

Yet there is one remarkable faét concerning dreaming, 
Which may feem to contradi¢t what has been here afferted. 
In dreams, we are liable not only to fpeak aloud in confe- 
quence of the fuggellions of imagination, but even to get 
up, and walk about, and engage in little enterprifes, without 
awaking. Now,as we are in this inftance fo aétive, it feems 
that we cannot be then infenfible of the prefence of fur. 
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rounding objefts. The fleep-walker is really fenfible in a 
certain degree: of the prefence of the objeéts around him; 
but he does not attend to them with all their circumftances, 
‘nor do they excite in him the fame emotions as if he were 
awake, 

There is alfo another fa& not quite confonant with what 
has been above advanced. It is faid, that in fleepa perfon 
will continue to hear the noife of a cataraét in the neigh. 
bourhood, or regular ftrokes with a hammer, or any _fimilar 
found fufficiently loud, and continued uninterruptedly from 
before the time of his falling alleep. We know not whether 
he awakes on the fudden celfation of the noife. This fa& is 
affertéd on fufficient evidence, and is curious. Even when 
awake, if very deeply intent on any piece of ftudy, or clofely 
occupied in bufinefs, the found of a clock ftriking in the 
neighbourhood, or the beating of a drum, will efcape us un. 
noticed ; and it is therefore the more furprifing that we 
fhould thus continue fenfible to founds when afleep. 

Not only doa perfon’s general charaéter, habits of life, 
and flate of health, influence his dreams, but thofe concerns 
in which lie has been moft deeply interefted during the pre- 
ceding day, andthe views which have arifen moft frequently 
to his imagination, very often afford the fubjeét of his dreams. 
When I look forward with anxious expeétation toward any 
future event, | am likely to dream either of the difappoim. 
ment, or the gratification of the wilhes. Have I been en- 
gaged through the day, either in bufinefs or amufements, 
which I have found exceedingly agreeable, or in a way in 
which I have been extremely unhappy ? either my happi- 
néfs or my mifery is likely to be renewed in my dreams. 

Though dreams have been regarded among almott all 
nations through the world, at leait in fome periods of their 
hiftory, as prophetic of future events, yet it does not appear 
that this popular opinion has been eftablifhed on goad grounds. 
Yhriftianity, indeed, teaches us to believe, that the Supreme 
Being may, and a¢tually docs, operate on our minds, and 
influence at times the determinations of our will, without 
making us fenfible of the reflraint to which we are thus 
fubjeéted. Amd,.in the fame manner, no doubt, the fuggel- 
tions which agife to us in drearns may be produced. The 
imaginary tyamfattions in which we are then engaged, may 
be {uch as arg attually to occupy us in life; the ttrange.and 
feemingly jngoherent appearances which are then prefented 
tothe mind’s, eye, may allude to fome events which are to 
befall eurfelyes.or others. It is, therefore, by no means um- 
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poflible, or inconfiftent with the general analogy of nature, 
that dreams fhould havea refpeét to futurity. 

We have no reafon to regard the dreams, which are related 
in the Holy Scriptures to have been prophetic of future 
events, as not infpired by Heaven, or to laugh at the idea of 
a prophetic dream as abfurd or ridiculous. Yet it would be 
too much to allow dreams all that importance, which has 
been afcribed to them by the priefthood among heathen 
nations, or by the vulgar among ourfelves, We know how 
eafily ignorance impofes on itfelf, and what arts impofture 
adopts to impofe upon others. We cannot trace any certain 
connection between our dreams, and thofe events to which 
the fimplicity of the vulgar pretends that they refer. And 
we cannot, therefore, if difpofed to confine our belief to 
certain or probable truths, join with the vulgar in believing 
them really referable to futurity. 

It appears that the brutes are alfo capable of dreaming. 
The dog is often obferved to ftart fuddenly up in his fleep, 
ina manner which cannot be accounted for any other way, 
than by fuppofing that he is roufed by fome impulfe received 
inadream. The fame thing is obfervable of others of the 
inferior animals. That they fhould dream, is not an idea 
inconfiftent with what we know of their ceconomy and man- 
ners in general. We may therefore confider it as a pretty 
certain truth, that many, if not all, of the lower {pecies, are 
liable to dream as well as human beings. 

It appears, then, that in dreaming, we are not confcious 
of being afleep ; that to a perfon dreaming, his dreams feem 
realities ; that although it be uncertain whether mankind are 
all liable to dreams, yet it is well known that they are not 
all equally liable to dream; that the nature of a: perfon’s 
dreams depends in fome meafure on his habits of a€tion, and 
onthe circumftances of his life ; that the flate of the health 
too, and the manner in which the vital funétions are carried 
on, have a powerful influence in determining the charaéter of 
4 perfon’s dreams ; that in fleep and in dreaming, the fenfes 
are either abfolutely inaétive, or nearly fo ; that fuch con- 
cerns as we have been very deeply interefted in during the 
preceding day, are very likely to return upon our minds in 

dreams in the hours of reft; that dreams may be rendered 
prophetic of future events; and therefore, wherever we 
have fuch evidence of théirthaving been prophetic as we 
would accept on any other occafion, WecemRet reafgnably 
reje& the faét on account of its abfurdity ; bat that they do 
hot appear to have been attually fuch, in thefe imftances in 
2M2 which 
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which the fuperftition of nations, ignorant of true religion, 
has reprefented them as referring to futurity, nor in thofe 
inflances in which they are viewed in the fame light, by the 
vulgar among ourffelves ; and, laftly, that dreaming is nota 
phenomenon peculiar to human nature, but common to 
mankind with the brutes. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, ‘ 
Fue HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 


Continued from Page 214, 
E 4 


CONSIDERATIONS AND Discussions. 
HE behaviour of Benfon was now become fo very par- 
ticular, that it was abfolutely necellary Sophia fhould 
ferioufly confider what it was probable he meant, and how 
far it was proper for her to encourage or permit his atten. 
tions: On this fubjeéi fhe had many refleétions. Although 
fhe had never been in company with the Colonel but when 
accompanied by Lucy, /who on this and fimilar occatfions 
humourouily ftyled herlelf a dragan) yet his conftant atten. 
dance, and the walks he fo often took before Sophia’s dwel- 
ling, viewing every pane ot glafs with anxious eyes, began 
to awaken the vigilance and obfervation of thofe perfons to 
whofe care Sophia was committed; but as the lady with 
whom fhe refided, and who had a pretty juft idea of her cha- 
raéter, was of opinion that her prudence might be trufted, 
and as they had alfo much reliance on the conduét of Lucy, 
atew hints concerning military men, and fome general ad- 
monitions, were all the precautions"judged neceflary ; ‘and 
with fuch a mind as Sophia's, it was the moft proper line of 
conduét they could have purfued. 

Benfon was continually calling in at Lucy.’s houfe when- 
ever he found an opportunity, and if Sophia was not prefent, 
fhe was the principal fubject of his converfation with her 
friend. He was extremely inquifitive about every circum- 
flance concerning her, and once, with a carelefs air, faid to 
Lucy, “ Pray what fortune has fhe-?’’ ‘He would fometimes 
in thefe conterences find fatitWith: Sophia. It has been no- 
ticed by Avri that {he’Was inclined to melancholy ; this the 
Colone! would take occafion to blame, and then would alk 
Lucy, if tie® friend was in love? But thefe converfations 
generally concluded with cujogitms on her charms: In {hort 
wu 
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it was [carcely poffible for any man to appear more interefted 
about a woman, than Benfon appeared to be interefled about 
Sophia Merton. 

“ If the Colonel fhould take it jn his head to make me an 
offer, how fhall I anfwer ?” thought Sophia; “ he is going 
down the hill of life, and I am very young ; his. perfon #% 
not handfome, although his manner is highly infinuating.” 
She debated, fhe meditated ; Sophia was tired of living 
always in Mellford ; imagination began to pourtray m lively 
colours the fituation of the wife of an officer of rank ; the 
fercerefs painted gay changes of fcene, and the diverfions 
which fhe might frequent, the attention, the admiration fhe 
might excite, when figuring at fo early and improving an 
age in circles of fuperior fafhion to thofe in which fhe al- 
ready Thone: Yet fhe could not refolve what line of condutt 
the fhould purfue. To be, or not to be, that was the quef- 
tion, aida queftion which Sophia could not anfwer. Aur? 
beheld with very different fenfations from thofe of his ward, 
the pofflibilities which might refult from the Colonel’s ad- 
miration; well knew the watchful fylph that the wife of 
Benfon would be condemned to mifery. 

If the Colonel had refolved on addrefing Sophia, whe- 
ther he would have been fuccefsful or not, 1s a cifcumftance 
which even Auri cannot elucidate, and which mutt remain 
uncertain, for about this time another fair one decided the 
matter, and made the dreadful experiment, “ what fort of 
hufband could be formed out of fuch a man as Colonel 
Benfon.”’ 

Lucy Vernon left Mellford for a few days, but as Bénfon 
had no interview with Sophia during her abfetice, it is fot 
neceflary td notice it, further than to fay, that on het return 
he made his ufual vifits, talking perpetually of her friend. 
One day, in converfation with Lucy and Sophia, tlie Colonel 
happened to {peak in praife of unpowdered hair; my watd 
foon after appeared fo dreffed, which fhe frequeiitly did ; 
the circumftance did not efcape Benfon’s obfervation, and 
in his next vifitto Lucy he mentioned it to her. “ Shé 
ufed to wear it fo,” faid Lucy : “ Oh!” cried the Colonel, 

why will you mortify my vanity, Mifs Vernon? I flats 
tered inyfelf fhe left it off becaufe I difliked it.” 

Thefe fort of things:-were continually faid by Benfon of 
and to Sophia Merton. She was pleafed, but her prudence 
was not lulled afleep, nor her head turned giddy by the in- 
terefting compliments fo often addreffed to her. Doubtlefs 
my ward would have confidetéd a precife declaration fromm 

the 
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the Coloncl, and an offer of his hand as a triumph: Officers 
of his rank were not fo numerous at that time as at the pre- 
fent moment, and in a provincial town they appeared to be 
men of confequence, and their fituation was confidered as 
an enviable one, although they might poffefs little or no 
fortune independent of their profeffion. Sophia was but 
juft turned of feventeen, fhe had hitherto only been fur- 
rounded by men whofe rank in life was inferior to that of 
the Colonel, Ah! my fair ward, had thy admirer offered 
his hand, and you accepted it, 


** How foon thofe honours had been {natch’d away, 
66 A d . sd Te hz 70 t 4 » dae 79 
And curs’d for ever that viétorious day. 


Juft at this junéture the penetrating Auri beheld with plea- 
fure that Benfon ceafed to follow Sophia with his ufual 
reftlefs affiduity, and that his vifits to Lucy were not made 
quite fo frequently as before, the reafon of which change of 
conduét fhall be explained. 


A RIVAL BELLE AND a LOVER-LIKE FRIEND. 


“Ye laffes, be advis’d by me, 
‘ ~ mee 
Grieve not if long you tarry ; 
ee ~ 
And when a youth makes love fo free, 
“se . ° . 
Mind what my mither oft told me— 
6s ry . 
Think well before you marry.” 
SONG. 


The fair Emma Durfley was juft entering on the meridian 
hours of life: She poffeffed beauty and elegance, although 
a fort of proud referve threw a fhade over her charms. Mils 
Durfley enjoyed the comforts of a pretty independent for- 
tune, and was extremely well conneéted. Her ill ftars con- 
dufted her to a village in the vicinity of Mellford,. where an 
intimate friend of her’s refided ; an accidental circumftance 
threw her in the way of Colonel Benfon; he faw, he ad- 
mired, and having on enquiry fouad that her fortune would 
alfo fuit him, made his addreffes to her in form. 

Emma and her relations afked a few queftions of different 
people concerning his fituation in life, but faid not one word 
about his moral charaéter, or whether his conduét was likely 
to make a wife happy. “* Had they enquired,” obferved a 
Jady, who had known Benfon for fome years ; “ had they 
enquired in the leaft about his principles, my feelings as a 
woman and the mother of daughters would have induced 
me to have frankly declared my opinion as to the probable 
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happinefs of his wife ; but the Durfley family never once 
gave me an opportunity.” Oh! my fweet pupils, let not 
the error of Emina Durfley be your’s. 

Emma Durfley, after a fhort courtfhip, became the wife 
of Colonel Benfon ; but during part of the interval between 
his declaration and his marriage, he continued to pay par- 
ticular attention to my ward, and to attraét the notice of Auri. 

My fair readers, perhaps, may remember the fubaltern 
officer whom it was obferved Benfon introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of the friends during an evening walk ; from 
that day Mr. Donaldfon formed a part of their train, not as 
anadmirer, butas a friendly acquaintance : He often accom- 
panied their morning and evening promenades, and dropped 
in fometimes at Lucy’s houfe, and chatted with her and So- 
phia while they fat at work. Donaldfon had evidently re- 
ceived a good education, and was a man of fenfe and litera- 
ture: The friends were women of fenfe; they were alfo, in 
fome degree, (notwithftanding the youth of Sophia) women 
of literature. 

The converfations of Donaldfon and the two ladies were 
often marked by tafte and genius : Anecdotes of literary 
charafters, and remarks on books, formed a great part of the 
fubjeéts on whichthey converfed. He was polite, and fcru- 
puloufly proper in his behaviour, never attempted to give 
himfelf airs of freedom, which might have offended, and 
certainly was an eligible acquaintance. His whole beha- 
viour feemed to fay,.°’ Your fociety is extremely pleafant 
tome; I have no views in fo affiduoufly attending you, but 
to render myfelf an agreeable acquaintance, and I will take 
care not to offend you by any impropriety. I ama man of 
no confequence; I am both poor and unattraftive ; yet 
without any views, hopes, or expeéfations, I wifh to fpend 
as many hours in your company, as you may judge proper, 

and the cuftoms of ref{pet¢table people will permit. 

Toboth Lucy and Sophia he was very attentive, yet there 
was an indefcribable fomething which marked his manner to 
Sophia, different from that with which he addreffed’ her 
friend; it was fomething more refembling a lover-like atten- 
tion. When the Colonel made one in their walks or con- 
verfations, and paid to Sophia his free affiduities,-it was. then 
that Donaldfon became more animated; he appeared even 
anxious and uneafy ; it was not the uneafinefs of jealoufy, 
it was the uneafinefs of concern; this concern apparently 
increafed when the Colonel became the lover of Emma 

Durfley, a circumftance doubtlefs much fooner known to 
Donaldion than to the friends. ; 
‘ A few 
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A few evenings after the friends were taking a walk, at. 
tended only by Donaldfon, who that atie:noon was not fo 
attentive to Sophia as he generally was, until they were 
joined by the Colonel ; Donaldfon then appeared miferable, 
and his whole ideas feemed to be engrofled by my ward. 
Beufon’s manner of behaving to Sophia was expreflive partly 
of childith playfulmefs, and partly of paflion. Donaldfon’s 
eyes entreated. her not to attend to the Colonel, and as the 
party pafled through a gate, with a ref{petiful look he put’his 
arm acrofs her wailt, and drew her to the other fide from that 
in which fhe had been walking, and by thefe means Lucy 
feparated the Colonel from Sophia, at whofe elbow he had 
placed. himfelf. Both the ladies wore an air of referve, 
which Benfon perceiving foon after, took leave of them. 
Donaldfon attended the friends to Lucy’s houfe, his looks 
and manner, as foon as the Colonel left the party, refuming 
their ufual calm expreflion. 

Benfon continued to behave with affiduity to Mifs Mer- 
ton for fome time longer, and to talk of her in his ufual ftile, 
and that not only to Lucy, but one day in a Jarge party he 
addrefled fome inter Ring obfervations concerning her to,a 
lady, an intimate acquaintance of the friends, and an inti- 
mate friend of Emma Durfley’s; but by degrees Sophia’s 
encreafed referve, and his being convinced that neither fhe 
or Lucy would encourage any difrefpeéiful behaviour, the 
advanced feafon of, the year alfo, which began to mterrupt 
the walks of the friends, together with his becoming the de- 
clared lover of Milfs Durfley, which circumftance drew lim 
a good dea} out of Mellford—all thefe caules combined pre- 
vented his fecing Sephia fo ofien as he had done, and at 
Jength he faw her but very feldom. My ward was very litle 
vexed or mortified at Benfon’s attachment to Ekmma Durfley ; 
had he become attached to any rival beauty in Mellford, the 
would probably have been hurt much more, 

The charaéier of Benfon began to be developed by the 
notice and curiofity his approaching nuptials excited ; and 
the reports and anecdotes in circulation concerning him were 
well calculated to diminifh any regret Sophia might have felt 
at the lofs of her admirer. Even the watchful Auri was of 
opinion that Beafon would not give either Sophia or her fylph 
any further trouble ; but in this idea the penetrating Aur 
hunfelf was deceived, and that by a circumilance equally 
hagular and unaccountable, the relation of which muft be 
poitponed till Aur again sefuines the filver pen, the duties 
of his prejem polt now demanding his care, 

( ‘To be Cenhiaued, ) 
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An ANECDOTE. 


FTER the celebrated Sterne had been induéted to the 
valuable living of Coxwould, in’ Yorkfhire, on the 
prefentation of the late Earl of Fauconberg, a poor widow, 
of moft unblemifhed charaéter, being at the pomt of death, 
exprefled a wifh to receive the Holy Sacrament in her laft 
moments. The fentimental paftor was accordingly fent. for. 
Sterne inflantly obeyed the fummons; and the folemn cere- 
mony being ended, he faid, with a moft benignant {mile, 
“What do you intend to leave me in your will, for this 
trouble?” Alas! Sir, (replied the dying woman) Iam too 
poor to give the {malleft legacy even to my neareft relations.” 
—“ That excufe, (cried Sterne) fhall not ferve me; I muft 
infift on inheriting your two children; and, in return for 
this requeft, I will take care, that they fhall feel as little 
as poflible the lofs of an affe€tionate and worthy mother.” 
She expired, bleffing the benevolent deed, and Sterne moft 
religioufly kept his promife. 





Anfwer, by T, Farvis, of Malborough,to P. Ninnis’s Ana« 
gram, inferted December 17. 


IKE, an infe&, if tranfpos’d with care, 
KITE, a bird of prey, it will declare. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from N. Howards 
of Plymouth; R. Maffet, of Cargreen; and W. Hoare, 
jun. of Dean Prior. 





Anfwer, by E. Oldrey, of Pljmouth, to T, Bullock's Rebus, 
inferied December 24, 


HEN the dire foes of England’s peace appear, 
Prove thyfelf worthy of a SOLDIER’s name; 
Shew them a Briton knows not how to fear, 
And gatherimg laurels, add to England’s fame. 


; t*t We have received the like anfwer from P. Ninnis, 
jun. of St. Agnes; Thomas Whicker, of Exeter; John 
Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; N. Howard, of Plymouth ; and 
T. Jarvis, of Malborough. ; 

Vor. XXXIIIL, 2N Anfuer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Hoare. of Dean Prior, toW.Bickham’s Cha. 
rade, inferted December 24, 


2 HE SEASONS in fucceffion roll, 
Obedient to the word 
Of Him who governeth the whole, . 
As Univerfal Lord. 
t+*t We have reccived the like anfwer from J. Gidley, 


jun. of Dean Prior; Thomas Jarvis, of Malborough ; and 


R. Maffett, of Cargreen. 





An ENIGMA, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


O ceremony fhall I ufe 
To thofe who do me prize, 
If of impertinence accus’d 
I'll foon apologize. 


The votary of the tuneful nine, 
His talents to difplay, 

Draws from my boundiefs magazine 
The matter of his lay. 

The various {cenes and profpeéts paft, 
Lhe ferious mind furveys, 

And thro’ my retrof{pettive glafs 
Looks back on former day 

The difappointed lover too, 
Who mourns his wretched fate, 

Thro’ my perfpettive doth review 
His tormer bi:fstul ftate. 


_The fuperannuated tar 
While he enjoys repofe— 
I paint the jeopardies he dar’d 
ar} i ’ . 
When combating his foes. 


The pious anchorct retir’d 
From every noify {cene, 

Thro’ me reviews what erft infpir’d 
Delight—with great difdain. 

Ye elevated riddlers when 
On Pegafus you foar, 

Survey Parnatfus’ mount, and then 
My feat you may explore. 


2 POETRY. 
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HOEL and ELLEN, 


yg Ellen was the lovelief{ nymph 
Of all the rural train, . 
That on the eve.of holydays 

Danc’d on the flowery plain. 


Gay jeffamine‘and woodbine flowers 
In bright profufion wreathe 

Their garlands by her cot, that fees 
The ocean waye beneath, 


She fhone each ruftic’s énvy’d flame, 
With youth and beauty grae’d ; 

But on her Hoel’s modeit worth 
Her tender thoughts were plac’d, 


To talte the fragrant breath of May, 
And pluck the blooming thorn, 

Young Hoel with his Ellen went, 
When imil’d the bluthing morne 


And when their daily toil was o’er, 
They us’d their home to leave, 
And meet to view the fetting fun 
Bid {weet farewell, at eve. 
Not far beyond their village-green, 
An ancient caltle ftood, 
Above acircling bay, whofe rocks 
Were fhaded by a wood. 
A ftory thro’ the hamlet ran, 
That fometimes in the night 
A {wain beheld fome awful form 
Flit there before his fight. 
And fometimes when the moon’s pale lamp 
Hung inthe ftarry fkies, 
‘Mid the loud wind deep groans were heard, 
And intermittent fighs. 


One evening as our lovers ftray’d 
Befhce the iwy’d walls, 

They heard a aeep tremendous voice 
Re-echoing round the halls. 


There 











Taviftock. 


There, as they filent, wond’ring flood, 
And at the turrets gaz’d, 

A torch with fudden flafhing beams 
Amid the ruins blaz’d. 


They faw, then, to the portal move 
A tall, majeftic form, 

Portentous as the midnight cloud 
That bears the thander ftorm. 


Silence, as of the loweft grave, 
Hung on their half-drawn breath, 
And mute enchantment held each fenfe, 
As from the wand of death. 


*¢ Fear not, Oh youth, the phantom faid, 
** To warn you I appear : 

** Above thele manfions of the dead 
“* My admonition hear. 


** No flranger to your humble worth 
** A tale I now reveal, 

*¢ Which from the ears of worthlefs fouls 
‘s Forever I conceal. 


s* My love was the refplendent rofe 
** In pride of fummer bloom ; 

** But woeisme! her faireft leaves 
*s Here wither in the tomb. 


“s jealous hand, alas! the day, 
o beiv'd her untimely grave: 

** Noremedy on earth was found 
** Her dying form to fave. 


a my brother fhe perceiv’d 
“6 | fix’d my jealous eye; 

** Then by fufpicion mortified 
** I faw my angel die. 


«¢ Where’er you Bes whate’er you do, 
** In pity think of me; 

*¢ And as you value life and love— 
** From jealoufy be free.”’ 


He wav’d the torch, and thro’ the gloom 
His hoary vifage thore ; 

His beard like frow—but as they ga2’d 
The awful form was gone. 
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Jo MESS BIRD. 


O* conftancy, of innocence, and love, 
Th’ expreffive fymbol is th’ aerial dove 5 
But fee! to our admiring eyes preferr’d, 


fairer emblem in an earthly bird I 
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